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There are situations where the editor must make 
decisions that are not always the most popular. 

One such decision for which I was expecting readers 
reactions and feedback was the discontinuation of 
the listings of the Italian Area new stamp issues. 
For almost a century such listings were deemed 
indespensible for any philatelic periodical, and 
indeed there are still many philatelic magazines 
carrying on the old tradition.

stamps in Italy and elsewhere is more and more 
resembling a daily milking of cows that does no longer 
produce tangible returns - which may be deemed a 
secondary aspect - but on the other hand we are 
seeing stamps commemorating and promoting the 
manufacturing and the food industry, pop singers and 
silver screen actors and actresses of days gone by, 
cartoonists that may be popular...may be...and so 

have increased the face value of most issues and 
developed new issuing strategies such as the stamp 
folder for most stamp issues, sometimes creating 
both enthusiasm and frustrations for strange limited 
quantities that spiral speculation on the retail price 
of such marketing inventions and manipulations. 
Maximum cards and special pictorial postmarks 
collectors are lamenting that the stamps on their 
maxicards and covers are poorly postmarked. This is 
only the tip of the iceberg and much more could be 
said. It is sad but it’s true.         
      GM
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Among the noble fathers of  Italy there 
has always been a place of deference for 
Giuseppe Mazzini. The mythology of the 
Risorgimento had sublimated real contrasts 
with consummate skill, presenting a pantheon 
in which characters united people who in 
reality had cordially detested each other, 
such as Cavour and Mazzini. The monarchist 
and Savoyard solution had gained the upper 
hand, also making use of the contribution of 
those who, like Mazzini and Garibaldi, had 

own cause.
The same instrumental use will take place 

during the Fascist era, thanks to the rhetoric 
and studied distinctions of Mussolini, forced 
for many years to share power with the 
Savoyard sovereign, and after the Second 
World War, when the birth of the Republic 
and the exaltation of the Resistance had 
required other ideological adjustments and 
new interpretations.

Thus we arrive at 2022, which had recorded 

and work of Giuseppe Mazzini. Obviously 
this was not a coincidence, but the logical 
consequence of an important upcoming 
celebration represented by the 150th 
anniversary of the apostle’s death, which 

took place in Pisa on 10 March 1872.  
The advocate of the Risorgimento had closed 

his intense earthly day, spent amidst projects, 
achievements, revolts, defeats, detentions, 
and periods of exile. His reconciliation with 
the Savoy and the monarchical state had 
never taken place and the triple election as 
deputy of Messina in 1866 had been of no use. 

Mazzini never entered the Italian parliament 
and this absence is very emblematic. His 
idealized battle did not stop even after the 

in school textbooks will be next to Vittorio 
Emanuele II, Cavour and Garibaldi, exactly as 
in the 1959 Italian stamp issued one hundred 
years after the Second War of Independence, 
which we will discuss, and which reminds 
us of our primary school subsidiary, with 

Today, in truth, in elementary schools the 
programs have changed and the history of the 
nineteenth century is not dealt with, but the 
name of Mazzini is still easy to come across, 
as it should be.

even today, a Mazzini symbol of contradiction, 

evaluations, which range from the ability to 
anticipate the republic to the accusation of 
inconclusiveness.

It must be said that the character and his 
works lend themselves individually to the 

over time. Romantic thinker and politician, 
deeply attached to a spiritual vision, to 
the idea of God and the Fatherland, always 
attentive to the people, Mazzini was also a 

the compromises of royal politics, reaching as 
far as to predict the pitfall of totalitarianism 
inherent in Marx’s ideas. In short, those who 
wanted to exploit it found fertile ground, 
aiming, from time to time, to the exaltation 

By Francesco Giuliani                                Translated by Giorgio Migliavacca
Published  by kind permission of ‘Arte del Francobollo’ September 2022

Fig. 1 - Postcard depicting Mazzini’s funeral in Pisa 
on 14 March 1872, from an old print.
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of Italy or of the republic, but there were also 
those who bent outright Mazzini’s spiritualism 
and ideas to their own vision of the world, 
as in the case of Freemasonry. The question 
is known: was Mazzini a Freemason or not? 
A certain ideal proximity is undoubted, but 
nothing, in the current state, demonstrates an 
organic belonging, and indeed the steps used 
against Freemasonry by the Apostle himself 
appear clear. Yet from the very beginning, as 
we will also see in our discussion, Freemasonry 
has actively worked to include Mazzini among 

The best idea seems to us to leave Mazzini in 
his own time, without useless forcing, starting 
from the reading of some of his books, starting 
with the pregnant Dei doveri dell’uomo, which 
we have recently taken up in anticipation of 
this article, appreciating his ethical vision, his 

a tangible contribution to the development 
of humanity, especially in a period like ours, 

on their duties and much more attentive to 
looking on the other side of the balance. In 
this, the romantic Mazzini can speak calmly 
to all of us, without too many ideological 
divisions.

On the basis of these indispensable premises, 
let us now take a closer look at the philatelic 
sphere. The postage stamps dedicated to 
Mazzini are numerically conspicuous and of 
considerable interest. The Apostle is a subject 
that is found several times in the Italian album, 
from the reign of Vittorio Emanuele III to the 
Social Republic, up to the current Republic. 
Of course, Mazzini is not Garibaldi, who has 
been honored in various countries, but in Italy 
it cannot be said that the Genoese politician 
and thinker has ever been neglected, despite 
the problems and ideological conditioning we 
have mentioned and which will return again in 
our philatelic scrutiny.

The irrevocable starting point is represented 

the evolution of the Risorgimento is revived, 
through events and personalities, undoubtedly 
aimed at the triumph of the Savoy dynasty, 
which had the merit of having crowned the 
ancient dream of unity. In this interpretation 
of history there is also room for the defeated, 
used, willingly or not, to the full glory of the 
Savoy.

No surprise, therefore, when we notice the 
presence of a postcard featuring the oath 
of  the political movement “Young Italy”. 
Additionally, the author was Neapolitan artist 
Enrico Lionne (1865-1921), pseudonym of 
Enrico della Leonessa, also contributes to the 
postcards series with other works of art. 

The thought thus returns to the famous 
political association founded by Mazzini in 
Marseilles in 1831, which aimed at the birth of 
a unitary and republican nation, implementing 
the principles dear to the Apostle. The spread 
of Young Italy was remarkable, but the failure 
of the organized revolts caused controversy 
and second thoughts in the years that followed.

The postcard features a quotation by Mazzini 
taken from the oath of allegiance (Fig. 2): 
«I swear to consecrate myself entirely and 

Fig. 2 - 
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always with all my moral and physical powers 
to the homeland and its regeneration». The 

of the General Instruction for the aspiring 
members of Young Italy, of 1831. The paragraph 

to consecrate the thought, 
the words, the action, to win independence, 
union and freedom for Italy; to extinguish 
with the arm and to defame with the voice 
the tyrants and the political, civil, moral, 
local and foreign tyranny».

The solemn ceremony took place, inevitably, 

centre, well aware of the importance of the 
moment, is probably Giuseppe Mazzini. There 

assumes in the context refer to the Genoese 

of the image as author of the oath.

year, as you know.

who are preparing to take power. Corriere 

focusing in particular on the ceremony which 
took place on the Aventine Hill, in Rome, in 

in 1949.

Rome. Fig. 3

the same time an authoritative member of 
Freemasonry, also author of the monument 

attention to this work,  which, however, 

austere representation of the Apostle.

event, the 20 lire postage stamp, which we 

Fig. 3 - -
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of Mazzini, but which can also be explained 
by thinking of other stamps of the period. The 
three values, 25, 40 and 80 cents respectively, 
were designed by Vittorio Grassi and engraved 
by Alfredo Blasi. Among other things, the 
Roman Grassi (1878-1958) had already made 
two of the four stamps that appeared in 1911 

of Italy, which lend themselves to the same 
critical remarks, and much later, in the 1950s, 
he will link its name to the famous Siracusana 

that the 1922 Mazzinian issue was not printed 
in conjunction with the celebrations for the 

time to implement the philatelic project, which 
was linked to the initiative of  Freemasonry, 
and in particular to the request addressed 
by the anonymous Bolognese cooperative 
society “Pensiero e Azione” which asked to 
be authorized to print at its own expense 
the Mazzinian set, obtaining in exchange two 

thirds of the printing, i.e. 300,000 stamps. 

giving rise to protests and problems, as will 
happen the following year, for example, for 
the Manzoni issue.

Postage stamps valid for the whole nation, 

of Italy, Genoa, the birthplace of Mazzini, and 
Bologna. The latter town was connected to the 
headquarters where the “mysterious Masonic 
committee” operated which was tasked to 
promote the philatelic issue, as we read in 
the Corriere Filatelico of October 1922, in an 
article headlined “Mazzinian postage stamps”. 
we were able to learn only a few minor details.

Criticisms also found space in the general 
press, as shown on page 4 of the edition of 
20 September 1922, the article in the Corriere 
della Sera headlined The stamps of Mazzini’s 

. In 
Milan, the Mazzini set was not on sale, but no 
one could give an answer as to why, not even 

Fig. 4 - 1922, 25c. 
Mazzini set

Fig. 6 - 1922, 80c. Mazzini set

Fig. 5 - 1922, 40c. Mazzini set on maximum card 
postmarked ‘Asmara Eritrea Raccomandate’
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The newspaper’s columnist spoke of 

issue. It should be noted that among the cities 
chosen there was not Pisa, which saw the 
death of the Mazzini.

The stamp issue remained valid for a 

denominations were admitted to exchange 
until the following November 30, then, as 
the issuing decree stated, «they will be 

».
The series should have also been used in 

the Italian colonies, like others of the period, 
but then the project was stopped from the 

recalls (cf. 

and which have reached interesting prices on 
the market are connected to this attempt, on 
which further information is lacking.

motivations were closely combined with 
economic speculation, as already on other 
occasions. All this, then, took place while in 

Let us now see the three specimens, using 

is the most abstract; it shows «an allegorical 
drawing representing a Roman sword, 
engraved with the word “ ” which is heated 

bearing the word “
important Mazzinian themes. Love must drive 
man, helping him to recognize his duty to God 
and humanity, so as to actively collaborate 

forget his enthusiasm for his neighbor and his 
responsibilities, his mission on earth. Hence 
the vigorous call to the sword and justice. 
Romantic concepts, on the whole, take on 
classical shapes.

the portrait of Mazzini enclosed in a frieze 
of cypress branches, which represents a 

deliberate reference to the symbol of Young 
Italy. The portrait of the Apostle is taken from 
a very familiar photograph, by an anonymous 

Mazzini, who usually wore black, is portrayed 
in old age, with an austere gaze that is at the 
same time a mirror of the depth and purity 
of his soul. For this reason, photography also 
occurs several times in Italian philately, as we 
will see.

monumental tomb of Mazzini in the Genoese 
cemetery of Staglieno, framed by a frieze of 
ivy. Earthly death consigned the Apostle to 
the eternity of memory, thanks also to the 

neoclassical style by Freemasonry and built 
by the architect Gaetano Vittorino Grasso, a 
fervent Mazzinian, buried just a stone’s throw 
from the mausoleum. Also in this case the 
ideological message is transparent.

We have already talked about a Mazzini 

Forced to coexist with Vittorio Emanuele 

republican ideas, giving life to the Italian 

preached the republic is used in an attempt to 
continue a war headed towards defeat.

The image on the postcard shows a Mazzini a 

of the great patriot, of the exceptional hero, 
but appears more vigorous than the other 
image, and it is a choice that lends itself 
better to the war context. The origin of the 
photograph is not entirely clear. In the issuing 

same Mazzinian image appears, we speak of «A 

Giuseppe Mazzini». It is more precisely the 
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accompanied in other texts by «about», 
must inevitably be earlier. Even this portrait, 
however, recurs on other occasions in Italian 
philately, as well as in many publications. 
Figs. 7,8

The use of Mazzini by Mussolini’s RSI was not 
limited in intentions only to the postcard. The 

same image of Mazzini, in fact, was also 
to be used for high-value postage stamps, 
which however were not issued in time. 
There are some printing proofs of this 
philatelic project, still on the market, 
not surprisingly, the other democratic 
hero, Garibaldi is also featured. Fig. 9

With the fall of fascism and the 
proclamation of the Republic Mazzini is 

Some political formations, in particular 
the secular ones, close to Freemasonry, 
undertake to propagate Mazzini’s ideals, 
albeit with the necessary ideological 
precautions.

post-war issue which, as already mentioned, 
arrived in 1949. After the exhausting process 
of construction, on June 2 the monument by 

inaugurated. The monarchy no longer existed, 
and so the self-exiled Vittorio Emanuele III was 
replaced by President Luigi Einaudi. The day 
before, the 20-lire slate-
colored commemorative 
stamp had arrived at 
the philatelic counters. 
The chromatic choice 
and the dimensions of 
the postal value do not 
actually favor the visual 
rendering of the austere 
and solemn statue of 
Mazzini. The sketcher 
of this somewhat sad postal value, which was 
also overprinted for use in Trieste, is Edmondo 
Pizzi. On the sides of the Apostle appear 
friezes of laurel and oak leaves. Fig. 10

A new tribute to Mazzini took place 6 years 
later, in 1955, on the occasion of the 150th 
anniversary of his birth. It is an airmail stamp, 
bottle green in color, with a 100 lire face 
value. However, the date was not respected. 

Fig. 7

Fig. 8

Fig. 9

Fig. 10
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Our hero came into the world on 22 June 1805, 
while the postal value in question appeared on 
31 December, at the last moment, just hours 
before the end of the year.

Reading the philatelic chronicles, we  discover 

have a face value of 25 
lire, therefore it had to 
be valid for franking a 
normal letter, but then, 
for technical reasons, 
the choice was changed, 
not only regarding the 
face value but also its 
intended use. Fig. 11

The air mail 
stamp, designed by 
Fausto Maria Caruso, 
represents the beloved 
Lighthouse of Genoa on 
the right, in memory of 

the honouree’s birthplace, while on the left 
the image of Mazzini stands out, as it borrows 
from the 1922 iconography. The result is 
interesting.

issued to commemorate the Battles of the 

15 lire, grey-black, rectangular with long 
horizontal sides, designed by Luigi Gasbarra 
and engraved by Vittorio Nicastro and Mario 

great architects of Italian Independence», 
as stated in the relevant issuing decree. The 
somewhat squeezed characters are, from 
left to right, Vittorio Emanuele II, with his 
over emphasized moustache, the combative 
Garibaldi, Prime Minister Cavour with his 

appears to be the least recognizable of the 
whole group. Essentially, the diplomats and 
prudes alternate with the more impatient 
Democrats. Fig. 12

The sketch proposes, as already mentioned, 
the conciliatory image of a Risorgimento in 

successfully. The crucial point, however, as it 
was suggested in 1959, was not the monarchy, 
but the republic.

If in the 1960s there were no novelties 
attributable to Mazzini, in the early 1970s, 

s t a m p s 
a p p e a r e d 
shortly after 
with only 
two designs 
featuring the 
Apostle. The 
impression of 
a lack of planning and attention is very strong.

The 25th anniversary of the proclamation of 
the Republic was celebrated on 12 June 1971. 
The reference to the institutional referendum 
of 2 June 1946 is present on the sketch. For the 
occasion, Alceo Quieti signed two dull stamps, 
denominated 50 and 90 
lire, with three vertical 
bands reproducing the 

In the centre, then, 

is featured, taking up 
the photograph already 
used for the 1922 and 
1955 issues. The only 

lire, and brown in the 90 lire. Fig. 13
Mazzini is exalted as a noble father of 

the Italian republic, and this choice is 
understandable, but those responsible had 
forgotten the celebration of the centenary of 
the death of the Mazzini. In short, the 1971 

series could show an extra pinch of imagination 
and creativity (but in that period, notes Franco 

indispensable minimum» seemed to apply) .
On 10 March 1972, three stamps were issued, 

denominated  25, 90 and 150 lire, designed 
and engraved by Eros Donnini. In all three, 

Fig. 11

Fig. 12

Fig. 13
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the image of  Mazzini stands out in the center 
according to the typology already 
present in the 1944 postcard. The 

the color of the portrait, which is, 

secretary and undisputed point of 

Party, historical point of reference 
of Freemasonry. Fig. 14

widespread images of Mazzini. The philatelic 
excess must have appeared really serious, so 
much so that 33 years would pass until the next 
Mazzini issue. Thus we arrive at 2005, when the 

fell. The stamp, however, did not appear on 

inaugurated 
a free 
p r i m a r y 
school in 
the popular 
H a t t o n 

district of 

Singular is 
also 

the choice of the design. Evidently 

considering the previous Mazzinian 
issues. For this reason, the recto 
and verso of one of the three medals 

occasion were reproduced alongside 
them on the vignette. The theme 

are Italy and Europe). On the recto, 
therefore, Mazzini appears, together 
with a crowd of people; on the 

Fig. 15

message. In short, it could have 

of Italy was issued. It consists of eight 
values, each printed in a miniature 
sheet. The more usual names, 

proponents of Federal Italy, Carlo Pisacane 

The 60 cent. stamp dedicated to Mazzini, 

already used in 1944 and 1972, completed, 

movement, on which the inscription Union, 
Strength and Freedom stands out!! The intense 
face of Mazzini also shines through on the left 

philatelic representation, even if starting from 
a familiar image. Fig. 16

The last Italian chapter is very recent. On 
March 10, 2022, respecting the fateful date, a 

Fig. 14

Fig. 15

Fig. 16
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i m m e d i a t e l y 
stands out, 
represented by 
the choice of 
the Mazzinian 
portrait, which 
dates back to 
the period 1860-
65. The issuing 
decree remains 
vague, without 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n , 
but the author 
is a name known 

to enthusiasts: Domenico Lama (1823-1890), 
from Faenza, a fervent democrat and follower 
of Mazzini’s ideas. Lama met Mazzini in 
London and took some iconic photos of him. 
The selected one, in particular, shows Mazzini 
seated in an armchair with his arms crossed; 
in the vignette, on the other hand, the image 
is reduced.

the painting by Carlo Stragliati Episode of the 
Five Days of Milan in Piazza Sant’Alessandro, 

exhibited in Palazzo Moriggia, seat of the 
Museum of the Risorgimento in Milan. The 
jubilation of the two young women waving 

next to them, there is an old woman who 
looks pleased. The image, which exalts the 
female contribution to the national cause, is 
full of meaning and perfectly completes the 
Mazzinian portrait. Figs. 17,18

So far we have talked about Italian postage 
stamps. Mazzini is not Garibaldi, as we have 
already mentioned, however we found an 
interesting postage stamp issued by France in 

April 1963, designed by Clément Serveau and 
engraved by René Cottet. Fig. 19

The theme of the issue is represented 
by the great personalities born in the 
countries of the European Economic 
Community. Among the 5 values, for 
Italy, Mazzini is also included, with a 
face value of 20 cents. At the center 
of the sketch is a youthful image of the 
Apostle, which recalls the engraving 
signed by Ambrogio Centenari (1845-
1916), present in books and magazines. 
Mazzini also lived in France, as is 
known, but the theme of the issue 
requires the representation of an 
entirely Italian character; hence, on 
the sides, the presence of the statue 

of Marcus Aurelius, on the left, and a glimpse 
of the Via Appia, on the right.

At the end of this closer look, which once 
again reveals the deep connection between 
philately and history, a Mazzini father of the 
country emerges but also exploited in every 
way, even through the use of images. To avoid 
the pitfalls of biased or dated interpretations, 
it is necessary to return to reading his writings, 

useful tools for grasping the true face of 
Mazzini.

Fig. 17

Fig. 18

Fig. 19
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Fig. 20 - Marble plaque placed at the 

entrance of the Mazzini-Garibaldi Club 

in London: This club was founded in 

May 1864 as La Società per il Progresso 

degli Operai Italiani in London under the 

joint presidency of Giuseppe Mazzini and 

Giuseppe Garibaldi. Initially, the club met 

at Mazzini’s house in 5 Hatton Garden 

and then moved to 106 Farringdon Road, 

and then, in 1877, to 10 Laystall Street.
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 I am referring to the 1933 Decennial Air Cruise headed 
by General Italo Balbo, with the round trip of the Atlantic, 
by means of 25 seaplanes called “S.55 X”, often referred 

truly historic: this undeniable aspect and the political 

collecting aspect has also been promoted by albums 
created for the purpose. I therefore refer the reader 

it, my book published precisely to honor this year, the 90th 

Cruise,  “Balbo Atlantic Cruises 

Charts”, (Fig. 1)
 With this article, I would like to 

pertaining to that enterprise and the 
unusual course it took, no Italian 

the interest and be well informed 
about the Cruise took the lead but 
an American gentleman: a certain 
Sam Bayér.

Mr. Bayér was actually Samuel 

Sam.
He was an American philatelic 

1912, where he opened a stamp 

to airmail in general, especially to 

precious and sought-after by collectors.
 Of Jewish faith, in 1940 as a result of Italian racial 

called “Penny Black Stamp Company” until his death in 
1973. The company, specialized in the sale of Vatican 

managed by his wife Mrs. Madeline S. Bayér, and then 
passed to his son Mr. Daniel L. Bayér, a pharmaceutical 

currently located.
 Mr. Bayér, who had access to his Roman Embassy, 

The mail came, as we will see later, from the Italian 
colonies, the United States, France, Germany, Iceland, 
etc., etc., as well as from the Vatican City (but there he 
played at home).

It is not known whether it is true or whether it is a legend 

that time which it was able to take 

In any case, this passion of his, 
or rather his business acumen as 
a true American “business man”, 

years.

philatelic consultant for the design 
of a stamp that best celebrated the 
1933 cruise, chose another person, 
Commendator Vittorio Lo Bianco. 
We do not know why Balbo made 
this choice, it probably was due to 
the fact that Bayér was considered 
more of a merchant than a philatelic 

not disappointed and repaid 
himself abundantly as a good 
merchant, making the most of 
the circumstances and philatelic 

  Our Mr. Bayér, perhaps forewarned by his contacts, 

- Brazil cruise of 1930-31.

issued for the occasion (later reduced to 3 + 2 singles), 
he alerted his correspondents in the Italian colonies of 
the Aegean, Cyrenaica and Tripolitania.

He contacted corresponding partners in France, 

produce himself, unique in the world considering the 

DECENNIAL TRANSATLANTIC CRUISE
SAM BAYÉR

BY FRANCESCO GIACCARDI   Translated by Giorgio Migliavacca

Fig. 1 - Giaccardi’s book
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contacts and support he enjoyed at the Vatican City 

:

Fig. 2 - Registered Air mail cover from Cyrenaica (Luca Restaino collection)
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Fig. 3 - Registered Air mail cover from Tripolitania (Luca Restaino collection)

Fig. 4 - Registered Air mail cover from Rhodes, Aegean Isles (Luca Restaino collection)

SUPPORT OUR SOCIETY AUCTIONS
Our quarterly auctions include hundreds of lots with something for everyone!!
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are of his own production, reaching a quantity of about 

covers shown here are addressed to him in Rome in via 
Ajaccio 14, a few others to his daughter Hilde Bayér, as 
well as others at the “Park Central Hotel” in New York, 
where he stayed when he returned from Rome. It should 

same style, the same shape, almost always the same 
type of envelope but above all, coincidentally, the same 
writing performed with the same “Remington” typewriter 
of the time .

  However, it should be emphasized that all the above 

to the event, the special circular handstamp (cachet) of 
the cruise, the coupons and above all the arrival postmark 
as well as the transit postmark  of “Roma Ferrovia ”.

 One wonders who had done for him from three 
separate colonies had accomplished such a valuable job. 
On how he managed to send all these perfect envelopes, 

same and clearly prepared by the same hand, see the 
answer below, regarding the preparation of the Icelandic 
aerogrammes. Clearly he will have used the same 
method.

2 – Mail sent from “Vatican City”

registered and known covers, were produced as “Vatican 
City”.  Mr. Bayér  was unique, among all the philatelists 

with Vatican stamps, to be conveyed by seaplanes of the 

provisions established by the Convention between Italy 
and the Vatican at the time.

Vatican State, as evidenced by the rectangular oily 

“Roma Ferrovia” with numbering ranging from 38.471 to 
38.493 inclusive, nor do they have the white registration 
label of the Vatican pasted on the cover.

pieces of mail is admirable. Franked in an imaginative 
way, they don’t always respect the shipping rate due, 
moreover they try to simulate graphically the Italian ones 

the envelopes three stamps are applied on the recto, 
sometimes only from the Vatican (all six sent overseas 

Italian and Vatican postage but always arranged in rows 

Vatican City state. Following the Lateran Pacts with Italy 
in 1929, which also included an economic convention 
entered into force on 1 August as a result of the Vatican 
state admission on 1 June to the U.P.U. (Universal Postal 
Union), also the Convention with the Kingdom of Italy for 
postal services, signed on 29 July. An important step was 
to create its own philatelic issues in international postal 

colonies and the Republic of San Marino, were slightly 
higher than the domestic Italian ones.

Vatican City started on 1 August 1929 as a result of its 
Ordinance no. VIII of 30 July, which also established 
in art. 13 “the rates for the postage of mail...”. A basic 

Abroad was established for letters departing from the 
Vatican City State. For the Registered mail, a fee of Lire 

air mail had not yet been contemplated, but article 12 of 
the same Ordinance established that “for any other item 

the Kingdom of Italy apply”. And since the agreements 
stipulated by the Italian Postal Administration with 
the various national and foreign airline companies 
could not be extended quickly and simply to Vatican 
correspondence, the problem regarding postage for 
Airmail was initially neglected but, after a few days 
resolved, establishing that any additional fees had to 
be represented exclusively with Italian stamps on the 

established from time to time), anticipating payment. And 
for this reason, Italian airmail stamps were also available 

the international treaty signed at the Congress of the 
Universal Postal Union, held in Cairo on 20 March 1934, 
became enforceable with the issue by the Vatican Post 

previous paragraph, the Vatican Post could not celebrate 
Balbo’s enterprise with its own philatelic airmail issues 
and Bayér extricated himself as best he could between 
the provisions of the Convention described above and 

mail.
 However, it is not clear how he understood the 

legislation in force at the time. In general, according 
to the aforementioned Convention and subsequent 
agreements, all registered mail by air had to be franked 

Furthermore, by presenting the mail to send by air at the 

necessary to request and obtain the registration stamp 

of the required white “Città del Vaticano” label.
But this did not happen!
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Fig. 5 - Registered Air mail cover from the Vatican franked with Vatican stamps only.
(Luca Restaino collection)

Fig. 6 - Registered Air mail cover from the Vatican: mixed franking  with Vatican 
and Italian stamps. (Luca Restaino collection)
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triptych, dividing and dismembering it, both to try to 
respect - in his own way - the rate, and to use, we will 

envelopes.
  A merit that perhaps should be recognized, even if it 

is understood how the stamps on these “former triptychs” 

since having been disunited and rendered incomplete, 
the triptych in fact was no more valid.

Italian airmail stamp, as prescribed by the Convention, 
did not pay the due surcharge to the Italian Ministry of 
Aeronautics for the service and transport on seaplanes.

registering the aforementioned 22 covers, the only 
plausible assumption is that Bayér, having already the 

was a collector and dealer of Vatican stamps, as still is 
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them stamped (all together dated Saturday 10.06, 4 

manu”.
 Subsequently, only on eight aerogrammes destined 

Italian triptychs to correspond - always in his own way – 

acceptance as Italian registered mail with consequent 

Fig. 10  - Basic cover (ex Toselli auction catalogue)

Fig. 11  - Basic postcard (ex Toselli auction catalogue)
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(Italphil Auction, June 2014)
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States, the timely and punctual forwarding with the cruise 
seaplanes of his unique and precious mailings.

 However, let’s say that with this “trick”, although 
these envelopes are Bayér’s authentic “inventions”, 
Balbo’s journey with his seaplanes armada was regularly 
executed and therefore they are considered “journeys”.

by cruise members are all posthumous. Or on the other 
hand, by signing them at the same time before departure, 
this could be the “unequivocal proof” that the signing 
cruise pilots carried these envelopes on the seaplanes 

In my opinion, even if not perfectly in order, given that 
there is a market for them, it would be necessary to 

degree of imperfection.

3 - Miscellaneous correspondence conveyed by 

 116 pieces are also all of his production, of which: 
13 simple envelopes (Figure 10), 101 simple postcards 

as always, addressed to himself.

immediately took advantage of the opportunity.

brought Ambassador Dino Grandi and Finance Minister 
Guido Young to Northern Ireland and Londonderry.

   Yes, these are his authentic “inventions”, because not 

the subsequent legs but, except for the two registered 
covers they are neither registered, nor express, nor 

that distinguishes them, they only have the special 
circular cachet (struck in black ink) and the departure 

his pushovers, when according to ministerial provisions, 
these handstamps should have already been destroyed 
at the departure of the cruise.

 Incidentally, the seaplanes had already left on the 

  All the correspondence described above, except for 

for envelopes but, always with ordinary postage stamps 
and always arranged in a row of 3, to simulate a triptych. 
Of this, 8 pieces (Figure 13) with the central stamp of the 
triptych, left over from the dismemberment of the same 
to frank the eight aerogrammes of the Vatican with only 

(Figure 6).

Bayér enjoyed in the upper echelons of the “Regie Poste”, 
which tolerated such a low franking, while the surcharge 
for international air-express transport, even only for 
Europe, was considerably higher, without considering 
that if such correspondence had to be transported with 

Balbo’s seaplanes, the additional tax due, as we know, 

 Excellent reasons I think, to write as above in 
parentheses that “perhaps”, they traveled with seaplanes.

 For the above, between the night of June 30th and 
the morning of July 1st, this great man had to prepare 
116 postal items including envelopes and postcards, 
registering the addresses as sender and as recipient, 
calculate carefully (so to speak) the rates and surcharges, 
splitting stamps, gluing, etc., etc. 

What a job (besides the shopping). He must have spent 
a sleepless night, then left early in the morning to deliver 

that they placed the postmarks correctly, but above all 
the cachet of the cruise  (struck to order), which proved 
that it belonged to the Decennial Cruise and embellished 
his cover collection.

other initiatives that had kept him incessantly busy, was 

you explain why, at some point the distribution branch of 

   Of course, they worked mostly for him!

4 – Flown covers sent from Amsterdam
Of the 65 pieces of mail loaded on the seaplanes 

bound for Reykjavik, presumably ten  were delivered to 

Vliegtuigen 1933”, mostly processed at Assen, all 
registered and produced with the same system described 
below. In principle, all regular.

5 – Flown covers sent from Reykjavik
  His are also the twenty-one registered letters sent 

from Reykjavik (Figure 15) franked with Icelandic stamps 

It is legitimate to ask how was he able to have these 
twenty-one registered covers sent to him, with departure 
postmark Reykjavik, correctly franked with Icelandic 
postage stamps and with the exact indication, typewritten 
with his usual Remington, from his address in Rome.

A copy of the answer letter that he sent to Bayér to 

additionally the details of the postal operations carried 

seen took place. 

“registered” covers prepared by Bayér in Rome and 
sent by  him to the Postmaster, together with the sum 
required there for the shipping frankings, all in a “bag” 
and with a request to postmark them and send them to 
the aforementioned American destinations.

   What a mighty man this Bayér, truly admirable !!!
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The future of the Italy and Colonies Study Circle  
depends on you.   As a valued Member you know 

 
Let’s build the future of the  ICSC together

6 – Flown covers sent from New York
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postmark on them, could have been received and on the 

have either the “Roma Lido” arrival circle-date-stamp 

Please note all the handstamps, postmarks and postage 

shop in Rome but this time, at the correct European rate 

in the same way, with the same style and the familiar 

Regarding the regularity of the route of these 

the cancellation of July 24, the Valentia leg was still 

5, due to adverse weather conditions, following Balbo’s 

rather than the one planned further north of Valentia in 

necessarily be delivered there, was released in Rome 

for its aerogrammes was just a normal delivery in the city 
of Rome, as shown by the stamp on the reverse: “Rome 
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Arrivals and Distribution”.

handstamp.

7 – Flown covers from the planned French leg
Rome.

These envelopes bear the departure postmark in 
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Figs. 20a and 20b -  recto and verso of Air cover from the planned French leg. (FP collection)
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    Congratulations Mr. Bayer!
BIBLIOGRAPHY
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Fig. 22 -  detailed report with the number of covers, envelopes and postcards with the related amounts.

CONCISE GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Please submit the text (Times Roman p. 11) and captions of the illustrations using a WORD NO 
ILLUSTRATIONS inserted
mandatory; scans of the  ILLUSTRATIONS must be sent separately (150 dots per inch, JPEG please) and correctly 
numbered; photocopies of illustrations are to be avoided, but they can be used under special circumstances; please do 
not

one page contained 15 errors’).
Dates should be invariably expressed in this sequence: day, month, year (i.e. 2 April 2021, not April 2nd, 2021). When 

precise dates must be given - they can be part of the text or of a footnote. 
The editor reserves the right to edit the article you submit for readability and to secure chronology, and avoid 
inconsistencies and mistakes. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY

The ITALY and COLONIES STUDY CIRCLE 
HAS A FACEBOOK PAGE

You can now visit our facebook page at:

make sure you leave your “LIKE”
and enjoy reading articles and  the latest news about 

ICSC and Italian Philately  and Postal History.

Please post on our FB page your suggestions, news items  

or send articles to your editor 
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The Editor is inviting members and readers to contribute articles to Fil-Italia. 

FIL-ITALIA

OLIVIERO EMOROSO Philatelic Expertiser of the Italian area 
and FIUME, occupations of former territories and color 

nuances of ITALIAN STATES
                     

NDARUGU PRISONERS OF WAR CAMP IN 
KENYA: A CLOSER LOOK AT ITS INMATES MAIL

BY GUSTAVO CAVALLINI
(originally published in Italian by ‘Il Postalista’ website and reprinted here by kind permission)

In his opening remarks of a lecture given at the Denver, 
Colorado, 2015 Stamp Exhibition, Giorgio Migliavacca 
[see bibliography] stated that “Many prisoner of war 
memoirs and biographies have been published during 
the last 70 years, but books about the role and impact 
of POW postal communications and of mail to and from 
prisoners of war - a major component of the drama – are 
seldom published. Most collectors and scholars focus on 
the postal history of the armies involved in World War 
I and World War II, but the story of the losers does not 
get the attention that it deserves. In fact,  prisoner of war 
postal history is often times seen as the history of the 
losers, something many prefer to consign to oblivion. The 
struggle to keep communications channels open during 
wartime deserves more attention.” 

In assessing the tragic situation of Italian forces in North 
Africa, Migliavacca had this to say: “The Italian prisoners 
of war captured in North Africa were strategically 
transferred to camps located in neighbouring countries 
like Egypt, Tunisia, and Algeria, and from there to camps 
located in the United States, Hawaii, Canada, South 
Africa, Palestine, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Gold Coast, 
Great Britain, France, India, and Australia.  A somewhat 
similar fate awaited the POWs captured in East Africa.

By the end of 1943 well over 600,000 members of the 
Italian army had changed their status to that of prisoners 
of war. Needless to say, the Allies were perturbed by 

that had started in 1941 was shaping up like as a very 
painful headache for all involved.

Great Britain had reached and exceeded all capacity 
limits and was virtually unable to add more inmates to 
her camps. This problem was remedied in the Summer 
of 1942 when the United States Department of War gave 

the green light to the establishment of six camps for 
Italian and German detainees.”

According to Moore and Fedorowich (see bibliography): 
“For the prisoners taken in East Africa, there was an 
alternative, and many thousands were sent by rail and 
sea to camps in Kenya. Indeed, Kenya proved to be 
doubly useful, not only for the permanent internment 
of East African prisoners, but also as a temporary 
location for prisoners from North Africa in transit to other 
destinations. By mid-April 1941 there were an estimated 
17,822 Italian and colonial prisoners in Kenya and 
approximately 41,000 in the Sudan. However, the transfer 
to Kenya was far from easy because inadequate road 
and railway networks in Italian East Africa slowed down 
the movement of prisoners from the south of the country 
to the collection point at Nanyuki in central Kenya. The 
problem was further compounded by the large numbers 
of Italian civilians captured in Addis Ababa and other 
towns and cities.

They too provided a drain on scarce resources. 
General Cunningham thought the best solution was the 
immediate repatriation of civilians, and he pleaded with 
Sir Henry Monck-Mason Moore, Governor of Kenya, for 
help. Moore sympathized with Cunningham’s position, 
admitting that even though the Abyssinian campaign was 

with prisoners of war and keeping supplies going’ to the 
occupied territories. For the moment, however, he could 

”
Between 1941 and 1946, a total of 55,000 Italian 

POWs were held in 11 camps spread across Kenya, far 
exceeding the 21,500 British subjects settled here.

Camp 360 was built on the right side of the road to 
Thika, at an altitude of 1513 meters above sea level, 
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between the villages of Kalimoni and Juja  about two 
kilometers east of the main highway. 

Camp number 360 was located on Ndarugu Plantation, 

British settler. The camp housed around 10,000 POWs, 
a large number by any viewpoint, they worked on this 
and other surrounding farms at no cost to the owners.

In addition to the work on the plantations, a part was 
utilized for the expansion of the local Church. The building 
was completed in 1942 and is constructed of smooth 

corrugated sheet roof, resting on wooden trusses. The 
interior walls are smooth plastered and painted bright 
white in the main hall and cream in the apse.

The windows were made of stained glass, steel sashes 
hanging from arched wooden frames, while the doors 
were of sprung, buttressed wooden panels supported by 
beautifully handcrafted recessed arched frames.

ceramic tiles. The church had a seating capacity of 60 
provided by ornate, hand-carved dark wooden pews.

There “was” also a memorial-style stone pillar near the 
church. The church was relatively well maintained and 
eventually was passed on to the management of the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA).

The place and the Church was “rediscovered” by Dr. 
Aldo Manos in 2007, with the church and the monument 
built by the prisoners almost intact and in 2011 they were 
cataloged by the government as “Monuments of Kenyan 
history”. However there have been rumors that in recent 

dilapidation of many former POW Camps. Dr. Manos has 

been removed and destroyed despite severe legislation 
and prison terms for the so far unknown vandals.

His book “Campo 360 Ndarugu” published in Italy is 
presently being sold by Amazon. An English edition is 
expected in the not too distant future.

The 50,000 Italian POWs detained in Kenyan camps 
included many skilled individuals such as masons, 
architects, engineers, musicians; their skills were utilized 
by expatriates and communities when new structures 
such as bridges, roads, irrigation canals and private 
homes were required by nearby communities: they also 
built dams and roads in Mount Kenya and even repaired 
aeroplanes and engines. Italian POW scientists worked 
at the National Museum of Kenya and discovered two 
new species.

Dr. Manos’ book on the Ndarugu camp reports that the 
treatment reserved to Italian prisoners was not always in 
line with the Geneva Convention, the large hill on which 
the camp stood was a malarial area and the soldiers 

tried to alleviate the pain of defeat and the bitterness of 
captivity by inventing new activities, they set up vegetable 
gardens, tried to educate each other and also organized 

came into contact with Anglo-Saxon culture.
It is interesting to read how the internees tried to occupy 

their time and how some tried to escape. For example, 
taking advantage of a favorable moment, Prince Giovanni 
Corsini, a Florentine aristocrat, disguised himself as an 

Chevrolet truck, managed to reach neutral Mozambique 
with a group of fellow soldiers.

Relatively recent aerial view of the area used for the Ndarugu Camp 360
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The ITALY and COLONIES STUDY CIRCLE 
HAS A FACEBOOK PAGE

You can now visit our facebook page at:

make sure you leave your “LIKE”
and enjoy reading articles and  the latest news about 

ICSC and Italian Philately  and Postal History.

Please post on our FB page 
your suggestions, news items  

or send articles to your editor 
who will post them on facebook

According to Walter Weisbecker (see bibliography): 
after the Italian armistice of 8 September 1943 Camp 360 
became a segregation camp for non-cooperatives, the 
population in mid-1944 was about 600.

THE “NDARUGU” POW CAMP IN THE 
MEMOIRS OF FATHER GRAZIANI

Early April 1944, in the morning, the British Commander 
called me: “Father, get ready because late in the evening, 
he has to leave for Camp No. 360 “Ndarugu”, south of 

Nairobi, to wait for religious assistance.”  Under escort, 
in the evening, the departure for camp 360 took place. 

“At 11 the next day, I was in Nairobi, the capital of 
Kenya, 1670 meters above the sea. in an enchanting 

for three days before reaching the camp, where I then 
remained until 6 June 1944. Under the British command, 
I met Gen. Tamagnini, who asked me if  I had orders from 
the Italian Clandestine Command of Eldoret; the General 
told me about him. I have not been given orders to deliver, 

Sunday Mass at Ndarugu Camp 360
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The Ndarugu Camp 360 Chapel

then, I found Captain Fois, the Major who exonerated P. 

Camp N. 360 at Ndarugu, is located just below the 
Equator, on a pleasant hill, surrounded by marvelous 

thirty huts were scattered, inhabited by people of large 

there is very pure. In the morning we taught the illiterates, 
in the afternoon we played football between the teams of 
the various compounds. 

Each compound had a shed, for theatrical and 
recreational entertainment, and a chapel, in which mass 
was celebrated every morning. 

Sunday mass was often accompanied by violins and 
accordions, which the prisoners had built with their own 
hands. 

many went to confession. It was always a show of faith. 
In the evening, after the recitation of the rosary, we sang 
to the Virgin the song: “We crossed a treacherous sea”, 

distant loved ones, unaware of their fate. 

orderly. He was mutilated. 

prisoners to England.

THE MEMOIRS OF A WITNESS: BRUNO FINI 
REMEMBERS

ten thousand Italian prisoners. It was not possible to live 

the evening with a small sandwich; on Sunday there was 
bean soup.

of bamboo poles and rope netting, but could not sleep 

HOPE, FAITH, AND... MAIL

Camps in Kenya was delivered for distribution at a 

postal agent selected by the inmates.

a single item of writing material that was nothing more 
than a discarded form with enough space for a short 

included civilian type of postal stationery issued in 
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FIG. A1  -  23 August 1943, 
Folded letter (from notepad paper) from 
Italian POW at Ndarugu, to Treggiano, 
Bari; Camp 360, Compound B. 
Rectangular boxed censor mark on two 
lines P/W MIDDLE / EAST 045, and 
circle date-stamp (cds) 28 August 1943 
[notice no “A” (Anno) before 1943] 
inscribed P.O.W.  E.A.C. (Prisoners 
of War – East Africa Command); on 
reverse censor circle stamp P.O.W. /360/ 
E.A.F. (Migliavacca type 3; 3 cm. diam. 
Weisbecker ST1). Between the date of 
posting and the British censor cds on 

days supposedly needed as processing 
time at the Camp and/or at Nairobi. 
(G. Migliavacca collection.)

FIG. A2 recto and A2 verso-  4 March 
1943 -  Folded letter (from notepad 

paper) from Italian POW at Ndarugu, 
Camp 360 Compound A  to Bari. 

Rectangular boxed censor mark on two 
lines P/W MIDDLE / EAST 119, and 

circle date-stamp (cds) 6 March A1943 
(Anno) inscribed P.O.W.  E.A.C. (Pris-

oners of War – East Africa Command). 
On reverse censor circle stamp P.O.W. 

/360/ E.A.F. (Migliavacca type 3; 3 cm. 
diam.[Weisbecker type ST 1]). During 

transit in Rome the letter was examined 

using a rectangular and circled mark 
237/I. Between the date of posting and 

the British censor cds on the address 
side there was a span of two days 

supposedly needed as processing time at 
the Camp and/or at Nairobi.   
(G. Migliavacca collection)
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FIG. A3 – 17 August 1944 – Folded 
letter (from notepad paper) from Ital-
ian POW at Ndarugu, Camp 360 Com-
pound B  to Andria, Bari, backstamped 
with Andria Guller cds (16 November 
1944) and censor mark  P.O.W. /360/ 
E.A.F. (EAST AFRICA FORCE, 
Migliavacca type 3 [Weisbecker ST 1]) 
Rectangular boxed censor mark on 
two lines P/W MIDDLE / EAST 037, 
and the scarcer circle date-stamp (cds) 
21 August A1944 (Anno) inscribed 
P.O.W.  E.A.C. (Prisoners of War – 
East Africa Command) 2.5 cm. diam. 
Weisbecker type ST2, sealed with cen-
sor label of the East Africa Command  
(PRISONER OF WAR CENSOR-
SHIP\EAST AFRICA COMMAND).  
Between the date of posting and the 
British censor cds on the address side 
there was a span of four days suppos-
edly needed as processing time at the 
Camp and/or at Nairobi.
(G. Migliavacca collection.)

British for Prisoners of War use at Ndarugu, Camp 360. On address side at lower left faint circled 
censor mark  P.O.W. /360/ E.A.F. (EAST AFRICA FORCE, Migliavacca type 3 [Weisbecker ST 
1]), at top right corner: frameless P/W MIDDLE / EAST 244 (Migliavacca type C) and the scarcer 
cds 5 May A44 (Anno)  P.O.W.  E.A.C. (Weisbecker ST2) to Genzano di Lucania, Matera. Between 
the date of posting and the British censor cds on the address side there was a span of four days 
supposedly needed as processing time at the Camp and/or at Nairobi.
(G. Migliavacca collection.)
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Somalia (1933) and Eritrea (1935) and (1937) the 15 
cent Italian East Africa free-frank military type. Red Cross 
and Vatican initiatives resulted in additional postcards, 

mail from Italy to POWs and civilian internees in East 

CENSOR LABELS & MARKS

postal hub and information centre for mail to and from 

1941, possibly earlier, using a small circle hand-stamp 

in the middle.

of the army; as the volume of POWs mail increased, a 

from 1 to possibly 299. This may indicate that, at its peak, 

notes accordingly.

postal hub and its intimately related POW mail censorship 

FIG. A5 – 23 December 1942 – Foldable letter from Camp 360 Compound “A”  to Cimad-
olmo, Treviso showing circle date-stamp (cds) of P.O.W. E.A.C. (3 cm. diam. Weisbecker ST1) 
28 Dec. A42 (Anno) and boxed P/W MIDDLE / EAST 82, On reverse, circle P.O.W. / 360 / 
E.A.F. (3 cm. diam.) and  Rome’s large double circle “POSTA ESTERA I”. Between the date 

-

(G. Migliavacca collection.)
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Fig. A8 – 28 August 1944 
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Posta Italiana in Estremo 
Oriente, Storie di Posta di Soldati Italiani 
in Cina, Siberia e Giappone (Durante il 
Regno d’Italia)”  - Italian Postal Service in 
the Far East, Postal Stories of Italian Soldiers 
in China, Siberia and Japan 
during the Kingdom of Italy.  
Perfect Bound, 432 pages 
(11¾” x 8¼”) replete with 
mostly colour illustrations, 
in Italian, rarity scale. Rimini 
2022. Published by AICPM €60 
+ postage; available from the 
Italian Association of Military 
Mail Collectors (AICPM) 
(email: info@aicpm.net)

This precious and long-
awaited monograph has 

Although some interesting 
articles had been written 
in the past by scholars 
such as Aldo Cecchi, Ennio 
Giunchi, G.B. Trovero, 
Antonio Pasquini, and Bruno 
Crevato-Selvaggi no one had 
attempted to study in great detail and at 
360 degrees this complex aspect of Italian 
postal history.

In his preface to this volume AICPM 
President Piero Macrelli points out that this 

been interested in the human and postal 

his research, information, and photographs 
regarding Italians in the Far East, as a result 
we have a solid base most useful to both 
collectors and scholars,” writes Macrelli. 

1899: the early institunional contacts with 
China by way of dispatching the Royal Ship 

San Mun Bay; 2) the years from 1900 to 1905, 

dispatching of an Expeditionary Force, as 
well as the creation in China of an Italian 
Royal Navy Detachment and the estin China 
of abolishment of an Italian Territorial 
Concession at Tientsin; 3) the years from 

1906 to 1914 preceding the First World War, 
including the 1907 automobile race from 

of the Italian Territorial Concession of 
Tientsin; 4) the years from 1915 to 1919: the 

First World War and the 
story of the ill-omened 
‘Irredenti’ who arrived at 
Tientsin from the Russian 
POWs camps, and the 
dispatching of an Italian 
Expeditionary Force in the 
Far East in 1918-19; 5) the 
1920s: from the formation 
of a Batallion of Seamen 
of the San Marco Regiment 
to the establishment 
on site of river cruise 
companies up to the Air 
Raids from Italy to Japan; 
6) the 1930s: from the 
attempts of commercial 
penetration of China 
(through special missions 
of the fascist regime) up 
to the deployment of the 

the China-Japan War (1937) and the birth of 

in the Second World War up to the 1943 
Armistice up to the conclusion of the War 
resulting in the surrendering of the Tientsin 
Concession as a result of the 1947 Paris 
Peace Treaty.

This is clearly in a nutshell,  but each of 

Chapters that further delve into very 
detailed treatment of the subject matter. An 
introduction to the origins and development 
of the postal service of China and Japan is 
provided.

page bibliography and an index.  It is lavishly 
produced and interested readers should 

used.
Reviewed by Giorgio Migliavacca

“Some books should be tasted, some 
devoured, but only a few should be chewed 

and digested thoroughly.”
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Claudio Riccardo Incerti – “Italo Balbo e 
la trasvolata sull’Atlantico Meridionale” 
– Balbo’s South Atlantic Flight. Perfect 
Bound, 86 pages (11½”x8¼”) replete with 
mostly colored illustrations, in Italian, Milan, 
December 2022, published by A.I.D.A. (Italian 
Society of Aerophilately – website www.aida-

available from A.I.D.A. (email: segreteria @aida-

This is the second A.I.D.A. 
‘Notebook’ sharing meticulous 
research by Claudio Riccardo 
Incerti on the South Atlantic 

Italo Balbo who led historic 

1930s.
In his preface A.I.D.A. 

President Fiorenzo Longhi 
points out that “From a 
philatelic point of view, this 

reserved many obscure point, 
starting with the stamp, which 

cover’ and at the same time a ‘celebratory service 
stamp reserved for the ‘air force’”. 

After serving in World War I, Balbo became the 
leading Fascist party organizer in his home region 
of Ferrara.  In 1926, he began the task of building 
the Italian Royal Air Force and took a leading role 
in popularizing aviation in Italy, and promoting 
Italian aviation worldwide. 

“Actually, it is the air force, through its 
new Minister, Italo Balbo, to demand the 
commemorative stamp and pay for it and, as 
a result, to carefully manage all the related 
organisational aspects, including postmarks, 
commemorative stamps and covers: a shining 
example of communication, propaganda and as we 
say nowadays of ‘merchandising’”.

Incerti’s book leaves no stones unturned as he 
analises the various aspects: from the concept 
of the historic event, to the analysis of the 

commemorative stamp, its varieties and forgeries. 
In his prologue the author explains that quite a few 
questions remain unanswered despite his research 
and investigations. For example: how many 
ministerial covers were prepared? Did such covers 
travel exclusively on the seaplanes of the historic 
sea cruise? Why these covers were not signed by 
all the pilots? Where the ships of the Military Navy 

that were expected to assist the Italy-Brazil air 
cruise had been deployed? Which were the causes 
that brought the I-BOER seaplane (Captain Luigi 
Boer) to plummet?

What can we say of the unissued Lire 7.70 Lire 
stamp commemorating the air cruise? How many 
were used and how many remained unsold? Which 
varieties exist?

Even today is not easy to get the facts from the 
surviving documentation of a fascist regime that did 
not excel in communicational and administrative 

transparency but was very 

into Italo Balbo career and 
experiences in the Italian Air 
Force – an entity that did not 
depend from the Royal Navy 
and the Italian Army. During 
those years the great air raids 
of solitary aviators such as De 
Pinedo, Ferrarin. Del Prete, and 
Nobile, generating myths and 
enthusiasm about the pilots 
and giving second place to the 
technological progress, the 
valuable contribution made 
by airplane builders and their 
associates.

The second chapter discusses the genesis and 
preparations for the transatlantic air cruise. 
After evaluating the hydrographic climatological, 
and astronomic aspects it was decided that the 
safest and most practical route was the 3,000 km. 
Atlantic crossing from Bolama (Portuguese Guinea) 
to Porto Natal (Rio Grande do Norte, Brazil). Useful 
information is found throughout this chapter, 
including the formation of the various sea plane 
squadrons. 

The heavy training of the squadrons was not 
incident-free: on 9 September 1930 the sea plane 
of General Giuseppe Valle and Captain Attilio Bisco 

to emergency descent onto a stormy sea. The sea 

messages resulted in a Greek ship coming to the 
rescue. A second and more serious incident took 

the sea plane of Captain Mario Baldini, carrying 
a decidedly heavy cargo of 10,582 pounds  with 
unfavorable winds in the Orbetello area caused a 

the unavoidable crash resulted in the plane 

battered Baldini and motorist Zoboli, survived. 
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Reviewed by Giorgio Migliavacca

Carta Postale per l’uso dei 
Prigionieri di Guerra POW Postal Stationery during 
World War II

 maini_riccardo@alice.
it info@vaccari.
it

stationery used 

s t a t i o n e r y 

r e q u i s i t i o n 

Reviewed by Giorgio Migliavacca
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Club de Montecarlo - “MonacoPhil 2022” – Deluxe 
Hardbound, 152 pages (8¼”x12”) replete with color 
illustrations, in French and English, Montecarlo 2022, 
published by the Club of Montecarlo; For purchase 
contact: patrick@maselis.be; available also from 
Vaccari: (email: info@vaccari.it). 

Since the late 1990s each year Montecarlo becomes 
the world capital of Philately by staging an international 

stamp event, MonacoPhil, 
an exhibition of the world’s 
most rare, and often 
truly unique stamps and 
covers. The philatelic mega 
Exhibition is held under the 
high patronage of H.S.H. 
Prince Albert II.

It is an opportunity for the 
public to view some of the 
greatest philatelic rarities. 
The Museum of Philately 
and Coinage exhibits 100 of 

the most iconic stamps and philatelic documents from 
the collections of H.S.H. Prince Albert II and the Royal  
Philatelic Collection, as well as national postal museums 
and members of the prestigious Club de Monte-Carlo.

of MonacoPhil 2022:it beautifully illustrates and 
painstakingly describes in French and English the 100 
rarities  that mesmerized the visitors for three days. 
As pointed out by the organizers of Monacophil 2022 
“The  selection and variety of these pieces really is 
a delight for every collector; the descriptions have 
been carefully written with an eye to sharing with the 
reader, the historical context as well as the anecdotes 
that surround some of these exceptional pieces.”

Prince Rainier III, father of Prince Albert II, was a very 
keen stamp collector with great emphasis on the postal 
history of his Principality. Therefore it is no surprise that 

1858 cover franked with the stamps of the fourth issue 
of the Kingdom of Sardinia neatly postmarked with the 
circle date-stamp (cds) MONACO.  The Monaco post 

transferred to French ownership.
Similarly, the visitors and collectors were welcomed 

by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II presenting a New 
South Wales mint block of nine stamps (the largest 
existing multiple of this stamp depicting the ‘Sydney 
View’ with a huge margin at right and two important 
varieties unrecorded in mint condition. The block was 
bought by King George V  at the legendary 1922 Duveen 
auction).

This most precious catalogue ends with the English 
descriptions of all rarities on display, an index of 
exhibitors and countries represented by exhibited 
rarities. This publication is a feast for the eyes of 
advanced philatelists. After seeing this catalogue the 
collector will want to have all the previous ones, a 

Reviewed by Giorgio Migliavacca

Francesco Giuliani - “Le Carte Dentellate – Studi sulla 
” (The 

Literature of the 1800s) – Perfect bound, 224 pages 
(8¼”x12”) replete with black and white illustrations, 
in Italian, ISBN: 978-88-947321-0-8 - Felice Miranda 
Editore 2023, available for free download at Academia.
Edu or from il Postalista https://www.ilpostalista.it/, 
alternatively from the author fransgiulio@gmail.com 
at €20. 

 In his introduction the author explains that “The 
nineteenth century is the century that saw the birth 
of philatelic collecting, the epic period par excellence, 
with undoubted charm. After a timid start, at the 
beginning of the 1860s the more advanced nations 
saw an explosion of passion for philately including 
books, catalogues, magazines, price lists, exchange 
and commerce networks. For the many opponents, 
who will never fail, even in more recent years, it’s a 
kind of mania, a form of collective madness, which is 
unnaturally linked to the much more concrete Rowland 
Hill innovation, successfully adopted by a growing 
number of nations. For others, however, philately is 
one passion, a hobby, a trade, which in some reveals a 
deep bond with culture, so much so that it becomes, 
if you think about it well, an eloquent metaphor for 
existence.”

Professor Giuliani is rather vocal about the helpful 
role played by the internet where it is increasingly easy 

to retrieve and read from 
your home what not too 
long ago was only available 
at libraries. The advantages 

foremost the trump card 
of reading about what 
contemporaries knew 
about philately and what 
they thought about it. As a 
result the author says “We 
thus come across texts that 

of this form of collecting, 
which throughout the 

world has produced an impressive number of titles of 
all genres”.

In recent years Giuliani has shared what he has 
learned about the pioneers of philately who operated 
in Florence, Turin, Rome, and Bologna through articles 
published by philatelic periodicals of our century. As a 
result he has paid attention to the philatelic catalogs 
of Brecker and Franchi, to the monograph of Pio Fabri 
on the postage stamps of the State of the Church, 
to philatelic works of the young Teodoro Meyer, to 
the writings of personalities of substance who have 
operated in other areas, but have not disdained forays 
into the world of philately, like Giuseppe Fumagalli and 

Renier.
In this world Emilio Diena soon became a beacon of 

undeniable reliability and prestige at a global level, 
remembering other things as well as  painful events such 
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as the racial laws and the existence of a documented 
study on origins of the philatelic trade, in the 1860s, 
appeared unsigned between 1940 and 1941.

forgers and speculators, representing, as in every 

outlined seems to illuminate a reality of great interest, 
rich in vitality, spirit of initiative and passion, of 
commitment. But above all, rich in meaning. In short, 
these pages, which Giuliani delivers to the attention of 

of philatelic collecting and, at the same time, facilitate 
in some form that ‘search for meaning’ that must always 
be to the basis of philatelic collecting.

This volume is indispensible for those who want to 
start ab ovo usque ad mala namely, at the origins of 
philately in an unbiased mode, without compromises 
and grey zones.

After this unequivocal introduction we learn about 

preceded by those published in France, Great Britain 
and Germany. Italy made its debut in philatelic 

to build a stamp collection which on its cover does not 
show the name of the author: Ulisse Franchi.

the authors.  The place of publication, in both cases, 
is Florence, home of the Italian language, which the 
following year will become the provisional capital of 
the Kingdom of Italy. These catalogues were surrounded 
by a sort of halo of mystery, for a very simple reason, 
namely that very few collectors had them in their hands. 

more so. Their sources of information were respectively 
in German and in French.

The 1870s Florence continued in its philatelic pioneer 
role. in 1872 Elia Carlo Usigli published his innovative 
‘New Catalogue of stamps, revenue stamps and artistic 
and iconographic curiosities

he published a quarterly titled ‘Il Raccoglitore’ (The 
Collector).

Teodoro Mayer, born in Trieste in 1860 from a Jewish 
family, and founder in 1881 of the local daily newspaper 
‘Il Piccolo
in Rome. In 1902 he bought half of the shares of the news 

of these achievements did not protect him against the 
1938 racist laws that resulted in Mayer being removed 
from any public position and depriving him from owning 

Trieste was a lively business town since the days when 

the debut of philatelic periodical in German. In 1875 
Mayers started to publish an Italian version under the 
name ‘Il corriere dei francobolli’.

philatelic monthly magazine ‘La Posta Mondiale’ which 
had only 12 issues between 1873 and 1874. In July 1876 

‘The Illustrated Philatelic Guide

various changes. The names of the people involved in 
this philatelic venture included Carlo Diena, Icilio Arturo 
Loli, Francesco Mignani and Francesco Carlo Tonolla, all 
of them directly involve in the stamp business.

The most prominent name is Giuseppe Leoni, 
executive chief editor and in some periods also owner 
of the masthead, which began as a philatelic trader, and 

found on the issues of the entire series, from July 1876 
until December 1880.

of the State of the Church’ was written by Pio Fabri 
and published by J.B. Moens in 1878. This very active 
publisher went on to publish small volumes devoted to 
the stamps of the Italian States and San Marino.

on the major publications of Italian experts and 

Rosa Tommasi, to Jacopo Gelli, Arturo Ermo Fiecchi, 
Vittorio Imbriani, as well as the greatest of all, Emilio 
Diena under whose masterful guidance Italy saw the 
publication of the ‘Victory Catalogue’ in 1923 which 

of collecting stamps with a resolute and courageous 

“Those who unfortunately are the majority in Italy – 
who delude themselves to provide an exact order of 
their collections following the weak footsteps marked 
by price lists and catalogues published with commercial 
intentions, have only to continue in their way, if they 
so choose, without consulting or monographs, neither 
the special catalogues nor the best periodicals, and 
sometimes ignoring their existence. Our task was to 

”

for generations to come; its digital version can be 

it would be wise also to buy the hard copy.
Reviewed by Giorgio Migliavacca
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Dear Postal History Collector, we have the pleasure to inform you that beginning in 2023, 
POST HORN, the International Postal History magazine, edited by Thomas Mathà, Giorgio 
Migliavacca, and published by Claudio Ernesto M. Manzati will be available in double version: 
in English for the international market, and in Italian for the domestic market; both as hard 
copy and digital versions.

www.posthornmagazine.com

We also would like to remind you that this Magazine has been honoured with important 
international awards.

The Magazine was launched with the goal of becoming a reference mark for the international 

readers all over the globe.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: 45 Euros for the hard copy version (two issues per year) and 20 Euros 
for the digital edition. Contact us at board@posthornmagazine.com

We hope to have the honour and pleasure of your support
Claudio, Giorgio and Thomas 
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GIACOMO F. BOTTACCHI
Via Fratelli Bronzetti 21, I-20129 Milano, ITALY
Website: http://www.bottacchi.com/english.htm
E-mail address: gbstamps@gmail.com
Phone: ++39 02 7385526, ++39 3397309312
Languages: Italian, English, French
Current Areas of Specialisation: Italian States, Sardinia: 
1851-1863, stamps and postal history; Italy: 1861-1900, 
stamps and postal history - 

DR. PAOLO CARDILLO
VIA MICHELE COPPINO 138/8 - 
10147 -  TORINO  ITALY
Tel: 39  339 39 55101  E-mail: spcstamps@hotmail.it
Italian States, Kingdom of Sardinia,  Stamps & Postal 
History of the Italian area

DR. DIEGO CARRARO
Via San Maurilio 20, I-20123 Milano, ITALY
Tel: 02 80 57 332
E-mail: perizie@diegocarraro.it
Area of expertise: Stamps & Postal History of the Italian 
area,Italian Colonies & Occupations, Trieste A & B - AMG 
VG - AMG FTT

DR. GIORGIO COLLA 
Via Gaeta 18, I-10133 Torino, ITALY
Phone: ++39 011 6601957
Languages: Italian, French, English
Current Areas of Specialisation: Italian States; Italy
Professional philatelic expert who regularly issues large 

ENZO DIENA s.r.l.
Via Crescenzio 19, I-00193 Roma, ITALY
Stamp experts for four generations
Tel.: 06 68802176 e-mail: rafdiena@tin.it
Current areas of expertise:
-  Italian States; Italy Kingdom & Republic
- Italian Colonies, and the entire Italian area  - Classic and 
modern Europe - Classic and modern overseas

DR. THOMAS MATHÀ
Leegtorweg 6A  I 39100 Bozen, Italy
Roman States: postal history 1815-1870; Julian Venetia: 
postal history 1945-1947; Trieste, Zone A: postal history 
1947-1954
Expert since: 1999 ·  AIEP member since: 2005
Correspondence: German, Italian, English
thomasmathabz@gmail.com

RAYBAUDI  EXPERTS
via di Propaganda 27, I-00187 Roma, ITALY
website: http://www.raybaudi.it/index.php/it/
tel: 06 6784296 E-mail  info@raybaudi.it
Current areas of expertise: Trieste A and B, Local issues, 
CLN issues, San Marino, Vatican, Greece (Mercury heads),  
Foreign occupations in Italian territories, Italian occupations 
abroad, Levante; Italian POs in China; Italian colonies, 
Ionian Islands

SORANI SILVANO & MANUELA SORANI -
via Washington 74, I-20146 Milano, ITALY
Tel: 02 48 19 116  E-mail: manuela.sorani@studiosorani.it
Current areas of expertise: Italian States, Italian area, Italian 
Colonies and Occupations, Postal History of the said areas, 
World Postal History including Holy Land

Ing. GIACOMO  AVANZO
Via Bonaparte 2, 34123 Trieste - Tel. 338 4402 327
Italian Area, including Colonies, Occupations,  Trieste,  Old
Italian States, Postal History, Ionian Islands

HELMUT AVI
Specializing in Old Italian States, Italy with territories and 
colonies, San Marino, Vatican.
Via B. Longhena 3  - PO Box 434 6904 Lugano Switzerland
 Phone: +41 (0) 91 972 48 58  Fax:  +41 (0) 91 972 48 61
 E-mail:  helmuthavi@sunrise.ch

DR. FIORENZO LONGHI
Specialised in Italian and foreign Airmail, ephemera, 
documents etc
International FIP Juror in Aerophilately -Member of A.I.E.P. 
(Association Internationale des Experts en Philatélie)
ADDRESS: Via Marchesana, 4 - 73050 Santa Maria al 
Bagno - Nardò (LE) ITALY

DR. FABIO SOTTORIVA
Stamp expert for philately and postal history of the Italian 
area and of other European countries.
Via Noriglio n.23 - Rovereto, ITALY
Tel: 0464 433292 – 3407113008
E-mail fabio.sottoriva49@gmail.com

DR. MARCELLO MANELLI
Specialised in varieties of the entire Italian area
Casella Postale 158 - 40124 Bologna Centro - Italy
www.marcellomanelli.org marcello.manelli@virgilio.it

EGIDIO CAFFAZ
Stamp expert of the Italian area since 1975
Via Penghe, 1/b, 35030 Caselle Selvazzano  PD, Italy

Cell: 330 242691 tel. fax: 049 8978866

DR. RAG. GIORGIO MIGLIAVACCA
Studio Peritale, su appuntamento
Viale Emilio Caldara 35 - 20122 Milano  Italy
Philatelic expert since 1972
Evaluations, Expertisation and Consultancy
Specialising in POSTAL HISTORY (1300 AD - to date) & 
Stamps of the Italian States and Italian area, West Indies,  
Br. Virgin Islands, Iran, Disinfected, FPO and POW Mail

In-depth technical descriptions where required  email: 
giorgiomigliavacca@hotmail.com

ITALIAN AREA STAMP & POSTAL HISTORY EXPERTS




